FOR YEARS, THE FASCISTS
in their sewers have been feed-
ing off the oppression, injustice
and demoralisation created by
the capitalist system and its
two main parties, Tory and Lab-
our. Now the 4,789 votes for
Martin Webster — National Front
organiser with clear fascist con-
nections — in the West Brom-
wich by election, are a clear
waming to us to cut off the
growth of this fungus.

| Prices have soared, unemp-

- loyment is still high. The Labour
Party and trade union leaders
point out these facts-clearly -
enough. But what do they say
are the causes? What do they do
about it ?

Do they point to the real
causes — the system where
people get jobs only if they can
make a profit for an employer;
the profit-grabbing of the big
monopolies; the massive waste
of the rich? Some of the left-
wingers do, on special occas-
ions.

action

But do they act to bring uni-
ted working class action for
wages to keep ahead of prices?
Do they press for hours to be
cut with no loss of pay, instead
of jobs being cut? Do they make
practical plans to nationalise
industry, without compensation
to big shareholders, and provide
jobs for all? No.

For practical purposes, the
Labour leaders ignore the real
causes. Meanwhile they blame
Common Market entry for price
rises (as if prices didn’t rise
when Britain was ‘sovereign’;
as if French workers rather than
British Tories were responsible
for Value Added Tax).

They talk about the ‘dangers’
of immigration — as if there was
no unemployment in the '30s,
when there was scarcely a black
face in Britain.

- Where the Labour leaders .
mumble and quibble, the racial-
- ists and fascists speak their

false words clearly and simply.

And they promise to do some-
thing — to launch vicious attacks

on black workers, communists

and militants.
That’s why many workers,
confused and disorientated by

the record of Labour, turn to the
camp of the frightened little men.
For the labour movement, the
fight against fascism is a life
or death struggle. If the fungus
is allowed to spread, in each
section of the movement which
it affects white worker will be
split from black worker and
turned from war against the

bo=ses tc war against each other.

What must we do to root out
racialism and the fascism it
breeds from the labour move-

‘ment?

* Argue the true causes of att-
acks on living standards and jobs,
and work out a socialist programme
to fight them. Mount a campaign of
education against nationalism and
chauvinism, which leave workers a
prey to both racialism against their
black fellow-workers, and also Tory
‘national interest’ propaganda.

* Oppose the Immigration Acts
which have made racism ‘respect-
able’. Defend those of our brothers
who are singled out and victimised
under these laws.

* Build unity in struggle of black
and white workers. Insist that your
union take special measures to in-
volve immigrant workers. (e.g. Rec-
ruiting leaflets in suitable languag-
es, etc.) Make sure that, where they
want it, we fight for the represent-
ation of black workers on stewards’
committees etc. Take the initiative
yourselves if the officials neglect

these things.

* Support black workers in strug-
gle, with practical aid, solidarity
and picketing — particularly where
white racialist workers have scab-
bed on them. Let these scahs be
shown up for what they are. If other
white workers stand aside, these

. bosses’ men will feel justified in

their ludicrous and vicious delusion
that they are somehow ‘defending
their standards’ by scabbing on their
pblack fellow workers.

* Make sure that when fascists or
racialists try to demonstrate or to

terrorise black people, we prevent
them. Drive them off the streets.

Organise to help defend black com-
munities against attacks.

Drive the fascists off electian
platforms. Webster campaigned for
the National Front, without much
trouble, at factory gate meetings.
That must never be allowed to hap-

pen again.

But above all, militants must
face the implications of wide-
spread racialism in the working
class, and indeed in wide sect-
ions of the labour movement.
Proposals for unity and anti-
racialist campaigns are mere
good intentions unless they are
ideas, slogans, proposals in the
hands of an organisation which
sees the fight against racialism
as part of a general class
struggle and can act as an
agency for organising that strug-
gle on all its levels.

On page 4: How fascists infiitrate
the Unions.

Centre pages: How Tories help the
fascists. .

Vv Use this Pamphlet \V4

To help campaign against raclism,
WORKERS' FIGHT has produced a
20-page pamphlet which explains
the roots of racist thlnklng. takes
up ‘reasonable’ sounding racist
arguments, examines the racism of
the‘popular’ psychologist Eysenck,
and exposes fascist inflitration In
the Unions.

The pamphlet Is written In a clear
style, and should be an |nvaluable
aid to militants striving to fight
racism at work. |

We appeal to all readers and sup-
porters of Workers'Fight to take it
into their workp
it gets as wide a circuiation as

possible.

Sinzle Issues 10p & postage
Orders: 50p for 6, 80p for 12
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THE LABOUR PARTY
AND NATIONALISATION

How sad, the papers said.... all
that old ‘socialist dogma’ about
‘nationalisation coming up again

| in the Labour Party. So upsett-

ing, when they thought that ‘ideo-
logy’ had been ended, and every-
one agreed on a pragmatic app-
roach to politics, seeking the
best way to run the mixed
economy.

It’s no wonder the case for
nationalisation appears dogmatic,
when it comes from people who
see it only as a way to run cap-
italism better — *making Marks

i and Spencers as efficient (in

exploiting shopworkers?) as the
Co-op’. But if there is a view
which is old fashi oned, oqut-
dated, unsuited to reality, it is
the view that says that big ind-
ustry, the working life of most

¥ people, and a good part of the

wealth created by labour, should

! be controlled by a tiny minority

of rich parasites (1% of the pop-
ulation awning 80% of all priv-
ately-owned company shares).

It is true that nationalisation

i as we have seen it so far in

Britain has helped little. Gener-
ally it has been a case of ailing
capitalist enterprises, in basic
industries necessary to the
whole economy, being bailed out
with big compensation and cont-

@ inuing dividend payments. The

8 capitalist governments (Labour
§or Tory) have handed over cont-
g rol of the nationalised industries

to the former owners — people
like Lord Melchett in steel, for
example — and paid them big
salaries to run a cheap basic
iservice for their fellow-capital-
ists. .
This is quite different from

8 socialist nationalisation, which

is a step not to bolster up the

fbosses, but to take industry and
@ the state out of their hands and

bring in workers’ control. The
difference gives us a waming
fabout the motives of people like
 Wedgwood Benn and Judith Hart
If they were to nationalise
the ‘top 25’ with compensation,
it would cost £12,000 million of
taxpayers’ money: if they were
to nationalise without compens-
‘ation, it would need not just
Acts of Parliament, but a power-
ful shew of working class force
to defeat the big business tops.
Continued page 2
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s|celand must stop exploiting the

tact that she Is & small and weak
country up against a large and

poinfrorful one’’ I! (Dally Mirror)

t;he 18th Century. Britain bec-
ame the exploiter and the plund-
erer of the whole world. Whole

‘areps of the world ‘were brought
under ruthless colonial dominat-
.wm and‘thus became ‘backward’,

even though, until as late as t,he

18th Century. they had been on

times.

Farrell is appealing.
LABOUR PARTY
From page 1

On previous records, they are not

ages have led many socialists

ence with peaceful demonstrations planned by them in Belfast.

Every single PD or Republican march which has aimed at enter-
ing the centre of Belfast has been banned, while the UDA, in
full para-military umforms, have been allowed through several

Sentencing Farrell, the Maglstrate demed that the courts had
allowed political motives to influence their judgment.

John Sterling

a comparable level to Kurope.

In India, for example, the cot-
ton industry was deliberately
destroyed for the benefit of the
Lancashire cotton masters.

Of course, this helped prosp- -
erity in Britain. Mainly for the
rich — but even the working
people of Britain have had aav-
antages over the peoples of most
of the world. And those advant-

to beheve that the Brltlsu work- |

British Gunboats
Prop up Profits

ing class can achieve self-imp-
iovement and even socialism by
pushing its own narrow interests,
disregarding and even opposing
the oppressed peoples. In reality
these *socialists’ have led us
into two bloody world wars.

Only the fact that such ‘soc-
ialists’ have dominated the RBrit-
ish labour movement for decades,

" can explain the shameful attit-
-udes shown over the ‘Cod War’.

Trawlermen are worried aboub
losing their jobs, of course. But

surely their, hours of work are
- more-than long enough already..
‘Let's demand that trawlers keep
| out of Iceland’s waters, that
§ trawlermen’s hours of work are

8 months for marching

chhael Farrell, a leading member of People’s Democracy in

Belfast, was sentenced recently for eight months imprisonment

on a trumped up charge of being party to a “*breach of the peace’’
This arises out of PD’s refusal to knuckle under to interfer-

The
Industrial
Relations

cut with no loss of pay, at the
expense of the trawler owners'’
big profits. It is not the people
of Iceland, but the British traw-
ler owners, who have kept
trawlermen’s wages and condit-
ions at a miserable level.
Iceland is more fortunate than

most of the small nations of the
world. But, like the others, it
depends almost entirely on One

~-industry: fish make up 829% of

Iceland S exXports.
For Icelanders to oppose Brit-

;1sh intrusion in their fishing.

grounds is not-aggression or,

as-‘the Press rather ludicrously

cails it, bullying. It is basic

_self defence.

Coming shortly, a comprehensive collection of
articles on the general strike. A short introduct- -
ory section deals with the events of July 1972
and the situation leading up to them. The central !
section contains articles on the experience, =
including Britain 1915-26; France May 1968; the .

Am - 1972 Quebec general strike, and a new translat- .

and the
fight for 2
GENERAL

smmf

ion of Rosa Luxemburg on Belgium, 1902. A
third section deals with the question of trade
unions and the State, and an appendix discusses -
the positions of the left groups on the Geneml
Strike and the July Crisis of 1972. S

This useful collection of reprints will be ready

this montn. Price 20p D
98 Cﬂf”ord streu, London N 1

lus or postage from

“N. Ireland EIQCt Ions In t | ' e

coing to either pay out £12,000 mil-

lion, or mount a serious workers’
struggle. They are ‘doing a Gorm-
ley’: they make a big noise about
doing something very radical which
they are sure won’t come off, and
hope to divert attention from the
here and now.

One wviriter has said that the
Labour Party is the most dogmatic
party in the world: dogmatic, not
about: socialism, but about insisting
that Parliament is the be-all and
end-all of politics. That means the
Labour Party is paralysed from any
forceful action against the ruling
class.

That’s one reason why many
working class militants nave turned
away from the Labour Party in |
recent years, some of them to rev-
olutionary socialist politics. "

They have found the Labour
Party undemocratic. When a Labour
Government is elected on radical =
promises, it does little or nothing
to fulfill them. Now, when the elect-
ed National Executive proposes
that, after 54 years, the party might §
do something about clause IV of its |
Constitution, then the party leader
simply refuses to adrmt even prom-
ises.

Gomley's motives didn’t stop
us supporting the call for a general
strike; nor should Benn’s and Hart’s
motives stop us from supporting
militants in the Labour Party who
fight for the party to stick to the
National Executive decision.

Through the experience of that
fight, many of them will join their
fellow workers who have been con-
vinced of the. necessity of the rev-
nlutionary road to socia.lism.

AS expected the S1x Countxes | |

local government elections have much support Faulkner commands

returned more serried ranks of
| Uniamists. At the time of writing
 the latest figures available cov-

8 cred 483 out of a total of 526

seats. “Official Unionists’’ todk
1109 of these followed by 94

| “‘Unionists’’, 66 ‘‘other loyal-
#ists’'’ and 13 Democratic Union-

ists (Paisleyites), giving the,

fpro-Union right a grand total of -
282 seats — nearly half the
jtotal.

Next, Alhance did only mod-

Berately well with 59 seats,

lwhile the Northem Ireland Lab-

lour Party has so far won only |
M4 seats and, as always when the ~ - ¢

# major political question — the: -
g existence of the Six Counties

within the U.K. — comes to the

fore, it suffered a heavy setback,
(this time perhaps more serious |

§than previously).

f  The SDLP have gamered 4
®seats, not as good as they had
Ehoped for but clearly useful to

Whitelaw’s plan, which must
now rest on ensuring a repetition
of this kind of voting in the el-
ections for the Assembly on -

‘B June 28th, with the emergence
¥ of a governmental block compos-

ed of Official Unionists, All-
iance and SDLP as the goal.

Whether this will be the res-
Bult is another matter. Vanguard

are clearly determined to pull
out all the stops on June 28th,

Gerrymandered S

and it is still not clear how

in the Unionist ranks. (While
some “‘official Unionists’’ are
opposed to the White Paper,
other ‘‘independent Unionists’’
and non-Party members are eo‘i-
-idly behind Faulkner.) |

The Provisional Sinn Fein

 THE NEW

boycott hae clearly had some
effect: in Andersonstown only -
46% bothered to vote. Let us
hope that many more people
come to see the idea of elect-
ions in one vast gerrymandered §
area of Ireland as the farce theyj
are. | .
Chris Gray §

STORMONT ¥




CEYLON PROTEST
EXPOSES

SMUG HYPOCRISY

E CEYLON HIGH COMMISSION

in London was the scene of elabor-
ate and extravagent celebrations on
Tuesday May 22nd, in praise of the
s Qoresent regime in Ceylon, and mark-
LA Ming the first anniversary of the Sri
Lanka Republic (inaugurated under
emergency regulations operative
Bsince March 16th 1971.)
Sponsoring these elaborate fest-
livities were a number of reactionary
Ceylonese organisations in Britain,

in collaboration with the High

B R S O e e iy, Not the exotic Cayman lIslands,  comission.
But the celebration was complete-

the Poulson case, the exitiof a Jell- fJa - | -
{co or & Lambton, or the exposure but a few miles from Liverpool: !ythwarted by the presence of the
Ceylon Solidarity Campaign and its

of a Lonhro. o
This, says Heath, is the “‘un- -
o X H AVE N ~ The hypocrisy of these celebrat-

- WRONG! Every face of capitalism | ions was exposed by these conr
is unacceptable.m{ﬁe only heaa’; these rades. They demonstrated carrying
‘“‘unpleasant’’ facts when someone

acceptable face of capitalism”’.
wreaths with dedications in Tamil
makes a hash of things — and then
only the tip of the iceberg shows.
In the Lonhro case, vast sums of
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ered by the Govemment of Mrs.

Bandaranaike in April-June 1971.
What was to have been a smug,

and Sinhalese, and showed with
money were paid through a tax haven,
self-satisfied public relations stunt

their literature, that the revellers
were drinking to the blood of
the Cayman Islands. This is in fact
a common feature in many capitalist PA
countries. And Britain is especially
well endowed with these facilities. was effectively frustrated. Inside
Half way between Liverpool and EVE RY 9 PEOPL E the High Commission the main sub-
Northern Ireland there is a tax ject of conversation was the pres-
ence of the demonstrators and the

25,000 young men and women murd.
haven, 32 miles long by 12 miles
reason for their protest.

wide, called the Isle of Man. s = .
For most people it is a working by John lemg ton The last thing the Ceylonese
officials were expecting on this

class holiday resort. For the Isie of ‘accountant who was appointed by In a population of 55,000 (many ecasion was a situation where they
?ﬂgi::r.rrxn. - 23 B Sess we m;eemor in 1962, ﬁlecently, retired) there are over 6,000 regist~ had to explain away the policies of
noETL | with ciher mempers of the govemn  ered companies. The number isS nOW the Government and be faced with

Opdg%%:cgsegorgpagfe:?égegﬁ ment, he bought a huge estate call- increasing at about 80 per day. criticism of its repressive and

sequently only those ‘;vith suécess- ed Ihe Nunnery’. After purchasing In simple terms, & company comes murderous pollcles.

ful businesses, accountancy and law it, they found they had made a bad  over and registers in the Isle of Through its publications and

firms. or the w;ealthy retired and deal. So they 55,01‘1 it to the govern- -Man. This is done by an accountant through such activities, the Ceylon
' : ment, at a profit (of course). Then or a.firm of solicitors, who act as  Solidarity Campaign has been

bi?f;rzei;\f?mers'r can afford to  the vaemnent (i.e. J.B. Bolton the ‘letter-box company’. The comp- aiming to pose an effective chal-
* ZOVEITIT.ent. and his pals) sold The Nunnery to  any then directs its profits through lenge to the lies and hypocrisy of

The Governor and the Govern  J B Bolion's son — at a loss, the Isle of Man, gives the account- the SLFP-dominated ‘‘popular front”
others into the governnent agparal- This was described as ‘‘a normal mission, and buggers off with its has shown itself to be the prime
us. Not O?u:f&d’:t?s e .\ta::a; SOVENr  bysiness transaction.’’ tax-free loot defendfr of British capitalist profits
menl act in the interests ci uUie rul- The standard rate of income tax Thi f : ' in cey Ol
. . < t ourse, does nothing for
ing class — but its members are the ig in the pound. and there i 5 OF ¢ ’ Contact the C.S.C. at 9, Dennington
20p pound, re is no  the Isle of Man except fatten the  papnc"Mansions, London N.W.6.

bulk of the ruling class. Surtax, capitel gains tax, death
* iy ; already fat bank accounts. In one
Thg No. 1 govemn_ent post, that d‘ltleﬁ‘z and little corporation tax. day, gbe. Bolten’s son registered .
Qf @amnan of the Finance Board, | This has broughftwo big influxes 189 Rritish companies — for guess “ a ver nlc
is filled by J.B. Bolton, a wealthy into the Isle of Man._ whose accountancy firm?
| T o W% Now the property speculators y
y Mhave moved in too. In one week, a oun man
A.l.L Trade Union Conference told: ¥:in 000 tam increased to y g nin
: . M £200,000, while another piece of VIGBY JACKS, outgoing President
WatCh ou t E‘}flézegtaﬁi%%i ‘éi "i’ ?e;giig d? % land jumped from £58,000 to £100,000 of the National Unitgn ofg Students
entry killed a munber of people, & 4 "1thin three days. (a Communist Party member) lect-
f ever since then the lo ca.lp i€, an R After the speculators take their ured last month to the Royal College
or your had kept thoughts of its fr%as%eﬁ B tax-free rake off the builders move  of Defence Studies.
[ A—— 2in. The Local Govemment Board This ‘College’ with its mainly

i ’ b
their readers’ minds. which controls planning, exercises  oOne-year courses, trains senior

rights now! .15 e o s o ko coieo o el conraciors. & oficers (iguterand .
. 3 mo i The builders can erect huge estates WalGs), SEIOr C1vlLl Servai €
“There 15 no room for complacency MOVement, as to whether 1t can in the island’s treasured bgea,uty A3 upwards), foreign military pers-

— : : mount an effective defe -
Ire‘ival.lnacji: gdlgppi?;négegimmmd aign. ° GETENEE S5 Mopots at inflated prices. Then the  onnel and a few bright young sparks
orow. not. fust for 1 g oo, 10 defence committee spoke of the [slice on each transaction. population.

" ,] or mem ers o e ill-treatmant of the 10 since their At the end of this chain of pmﬂt‘ Topics lnCIUde, when and how to
IRA and their S.ympaiil}1sers but for  amest, and called for support for  Bable swindles you get a leggo-brick  use the amy, how liberal can one
trade union militants’. their defence campaign. l house selling for £20,000. At these 86t questions on the control of the
ﬂlea’é& ?nat‘se gﬁeglteireglgusg%ggﬁ The afternoon speeches ranged Rprices the Manx themselves are Dl’?JSS and the ‘low key’ use of the

e € around the “fin g . . . police.

unlonésts conference held at Con-  Commission, vﬁ%%smgg? %hg%pégck | ffgmmmgs thhzglr grué ggtth a?hﬁggcsl. It also instructs its students on
"B ready, it was pointed out onger Will & person be nnocent  § o those who would say that  (TUES . uft ORE EDR - L0

’ ’ ’ un oV , DU . , ’

b guilty’, but ‘gullty until §private enterprise is the only way o4 ot oo bad sides of capitatism’,

building workers have been charged '
: proved innocent’. . .
with “‘conspiracy’’, and arrests and A to organise society — is this what ¢ .. Y PR A
’ speaker from the NCCL asked, ’ : ' foreign military activities’, ‘world
you mean? And it doesn’t just hap- ., oi1a movements’ etc. Students

raids have been carried out against how long wi -

: g will it be before an attor-

Irish people and others associated ney general gets up in the House [jven In the Isle of Man. can opt for particular courses.

with defence of the Irish strugele, of Commons and calls for an end to [} Meanwhile, capitalism passes Dighy Jacks lectured the learned

all over the country. trial by i out a few crumbs of what it calls
ury of trade union militants,ji . generals on students and the stud-
m;Ilh‘%ﬁsO strong conference heard on the basis of intimidation by other] Welfare’’, all the time screaming  ont Jeft. Some of those present des-
s Reece of the Coventry trade unionists of the jury, and that Jjabout the ‘spongers’ who areé Supp~  criped Jacks as ‘‘basically a very
h oners Defence Committee about jn any case, how can trade unionistsfjosed to be living it up on Social nice young man with a fundamentally
fE;; ﬁecﬁpthharassment. of supporters be expected to try other trade un- Security. conservative outiook’’

gnwe ish struggle living in Cov- ionists?l But we aon’t want c;rumbs. We An outlook he picked up at lunch

. , How long indeed? - Bwant the whele bakery! parties with Margaret Thatcher? Or
He felt that Coventry itself was Marion Kavanagh in the Communist Party ...




RANK AND FILE MILITANTS
have long had to fight the mass-
1ve right wing bureaucratic hulk
that sits on top of the trade un-
1ons. In some unions, such as
the General & Municipal and the
EPTU, there has been an out-
right reign of terror conducted
bv the right wing leadership.
But this right wing bureaucracy,
though it fights tooth and nail
against the militants, has grown up

organically from the very way in
which trade unions exist within the

of ‘middle class' ideas.

While it will do anything for a
quiet life, this bureaucracy still
depends for its existence and posit-
ion in society on the continuation
of trade unionism.

But there is another set of right
wingers in the trade unions. They
alr to destroy trade unionisr comr
pletely, and indeed to abolish all
civil liberties under a right wing
dictatorship. And one of the reasons
they are growing is that the right
wing that's already in the unions,
the bureaucratic officials and lead-
orship, create the conditions that
make these fascists’ ideas ‘accept-
able’ to some workers.

The fact is that there is a sin-
ister conspiracy on the part of a
real, genuine‘tightly knit group of
politically motivated men’, to est-
abiish themselves and grow like a
cancer in the trade unions.

National Front

.

The most dangerous of these is
the National Front, which feeds on
the rife confusion of ruling class
ideas that permeate the working
class moverents in this country.

The National Front, in fact,
cialmrs to pe a ‘““working class"’
organisation. Its magazine Spear-
nead often carries attacks on big
business and appeals and open
letters to trade unionists. This is,

s SR

Webster, NF Organiser. See also
centre page for the other side of
his face

R
indeed, a characteristic of fascism,
which aims to recruit and organise
demoralised workers on a demagog-
ic anti-capitalism —only to use
ther to bail out capitalism when it
1s really threatened by the working
class. |

The National Front’s real prog-
rairme 1S not based on class but on
race: they continually talk about
the ““British race’’, whatever that
may be, the supremacy of the ‘‘nat-
ion’’ and the need to make ‘Britain’
great. The big enemy is not the
“bosses but the ‘foreigners’ and the
struggle they cormend is not a
class struggle but a ‘patriotic’ one

— that 1s, racism and chauvinism.
These are people who think

Heath 1s a dangerous sogialist, that
““the cinema industryv is dominated
C Reds of every hue'’, and that
‘the BBC are so left wing that

“WAITING FOR
- THEIR CHANCE"

How Fascists infiltrate

the Trade Unions

they have an official policy of only
recruiting ... (those) who can prove
their left wing pedigree'’.

They even seem to believe in a
‘British way of killing’ — ‘‘we are
now sampling new and utterly for-
eign methods of killing, such as
stabbing, in our city streets after
dark’'! R

And these are people who dress

up in Nazi uniforms and lob fire-
bombs into black workers’ homes.
Their real intentions in the trade
unions are not expressed openly.

But here they are in black and
white, in an internal circular of the

National Socialist Movement (of

which the present chairmran of the
National Front was a leading mem-
ber): "'If ;ou cannot join in our
activities, then join your local Con
servative Party branch, the Labour
P:irty, a Trade Union and work and
wait for our chance.”’

In each of their campaigns so far,
the National Front have been helped
to achieve small successes by the
ruling class ideas taught in schools,
by favourable press publicity, and
above all by the attitudes and polit-
ics of most of the trade union lead-
ers, which meet them at least half
way an® do a great deal to make
their vile racist propaganda seem
normal.

Armour

In eygry chink in the working
class’s internationalist armour —
and many of these chinks are gap-

ing holes — these fascists can enter,

get a hearing for their ideas and
spread decay, confusion and divis-
ion. They play on the fears and in-
security of workers facing unemploy-
ment, inflation and housing specul-
ators, only to divide and weaken

the movement and debilitate it ag-
ainst the attacks of capitalism.

The ‘issue’ of immigration is
one of their main lines of attack.
While anti black prejudice has its
roots in Britain’s role of colonial
overlord, the spreading growth of
the weed in recent years can be
traced directly to the actions of
both Tory and Labour govermnments
in restricting immigration, thus giv-
ing official sanction to the old pre-
judice.

- These Acts have institutional-
ised the idea that black immigrants
are undesireable. All the quotas,
work permits, vouchers efc. have
served to create the impression that
immigrants are a ‘bad thing’. If
there isn’t anything wrong with them
why keep any out at all?

In their operation, too, these
Acts create a climate of racialism,
with the ‘outsideis’ arrested at the
coast and shunted off like criminals,
The mentality of ‘Keep thernr out’ —

jointly fostered by both Govermnment
parties and the entire capitalist
press, and never challenged by the
trade unions — thus quickly turns to
"“Kick them out’’.

The Trade Union bureaucrats
have throughout adopted an ostrich-
like stance. Vic Feather, no doubt
thinking he was displaying a high

degree of internationalism, has

said ‘“The trade union movement

1S concemed with a man or woman
as a worker. The colour of a man’s
skin has no relevance to his work.’’

All very worthy if there was no
discrimination in employment and
promotion, if there were no racism
In the trade unions. But unfortunate-
ly there is both, and they have to
be fought. To be ‘colour-blind' is
to shirk that fight.

In Bradford, 709% of the Comorat-
ion bus drivers are Asian, yet not
one of the inspectors is Aslan. The
T&GWU social club there, despic-
ably called the '‘Union Jack Club’’
operates a bar against 706 of the
union members. In such stagnant
pools, which the trade union move-
ment has been willing to accept
within its ranks, the National Front
can do theilr fishing.

In the Mansfield Hosiery strike
last year at Loughborough, 400
Asians fought for the chance of
equal promotion to the top grade
jobs. They found that ‘their’ union,
the National Union of Hoslery &
Knitwear Workers, (a TUC affiliated
union) had actually some time prev
iously supported the white workers’
attempts to keep these jobs exclus-
ively for themselves. In the course
of the strike this Union kept quiet
about the recruitirent of scabs to
these jobs.

As a result, the National Front
was able to make an intervention in
the situation and recruit some of
the scab workers. Several strikers
were threatened with violence by
these thugs.

by Rachel Lever

Taking advantage of the fact
that the trade union movement has
done nothing to combat racialism
and has never opposed the immigrat-
1on Acts (the latest of which create
a different legal status for a sect-
1on of the trade union membership),
the National Front got together 2%
years ago with a number of other
fascist organisations to form an org-

anisation which they hoped would

be a front for their activities.

Front’s front

It called itself Trade Unionists
against Immigration (Tru-Aim), and
its founders included Mosleyite
Dannv Harmston from Smithfield,
the notorious Hitlerite Colin Jordan,
members of the Monday Club's
““Powell for PM’’ group, the Racial
Preservation Society, and a variety
of free-lance heavies with day
dreams of world Pominatl

Tru-Aim has noo nac
cess, partly on account of the early
exposure of the openly fascist nat
ure of 1ts founders. Its planned
march through Oldham last vear had
try be cancelled when a determined
counter-march was organised.

But there is a drawback to rely:
ing on exposing a well-known Hitier
ite like Jordan. and that 1s that
many equaily vicious fascists are
not particulariy pro-Germran. and 1n
fact thelr main line of attack 1s
precisely a British nationalism wh
which is actually aroused by the
war-time sentiments that wip up a

-
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Colin Jordan.

This came out clearly on the
issue of oppoesition to the FEC
which has beon another bhig spring
board for themr

The majority of the labcur move
ment, including the Tribunites the
Communist Party, the Socialist Lab
our League, the Internationai Soc-
iailsts and the International Marxist

Continued next page P

Strikers at mansfield Hosiery, Lougnpnorough. Their strike commitiee

initiated the Conference on Racism

and the Trade Unions at Birminham




Group, all opposed the entry of
Britain into the EEC. In the cont-
ext of the fact that the only existing
alternative was Little England and
the ‘Empire’, the dominant tone of
the ‘anti-Europe’ campaign was
chauvinistic, with, for instance,

the CP’s Morning Star complaining
bitterly about the ‘loss of British
sovereignty’.

This was just the atmosphere in
which the National Front could
merge in with what appeared to be a
left wing, rilitant working class
protest. (The very fact that the NF
were able to do so must of course
raise serious doubts as to whether
it was such a.protest: Workers Fight
at the time fought a campaign in-
side 1.S. for it to fight this danger-
ously nationalist line of argument
in the only way possible: by count-
ermposing interationalism to both
the pro- and anti-EEC positions.)

- At a rally in central London
against EEC entry, organised by
unions like NATSCPA and ACTT,
the fascists were able to merge
with the ‘patriotic’ atmosphere and
issue a great deal of fascist and
racist literature.

The hysterical, slanted and
blatantly racist reporting of the war
in Ireland has also greatly aided
the Front. On the basis of having
909 of its fascist propaganda work
done for it by the national press, it
- has launched agitation in areas

like Glasgow and Liverpool, in sup- §
port of the murderous British Amy
and of the Orange supremacists.

.
i

Sectarian

These two areas, which have
been in the forefront of working
ciass militancy, are both particul-

arly vulnerable to sectarian hatreds. §

It is not so very long sirce Catholie would be contacted before the plant

®was re-opened was ignored, and the
Bfirm went shead to resume work

Protestant conflict was a big feat-
ure in the life of those cities.
These tactics must be countered

in the strongest possible terms. Let §
dor, Mr. Frank Sugden, doubted if

Bany real anti-polliution measures

Northern Ireland be the warning!
An internationalist campaign of
solidarity with the Irish people fight4
ing British imperialism is here a |
necessity if the trade union move-
ment is not to be further poisoned
by nationalism and racism.
There have been a number of )

Part of the new Rohm &

Haas works on Teessldelz. 4

The
Big
St

solution that workers can fight for.

8 AF'TER DR. TREVOR FUGE,

3 One of the well-known hazards of living in Teesside is that things tend to fall apart, Fences, gates, window
L frames and outbuildings lose thelr nalls and other metal parts on contact with the peculiar chemical compound
} that passes for air. ALAN THEASBY here reports on some of the {atest bits of foul play —~ and suggests a

ment, supped ‘champers’ at the off-

Teesside’s local Alkali Inspect- icial opening of the plant.

or, stepped in to investigate com-
plaints of a sickly sweet smell
over Redcar and the mouth of

Bthe Tees, management at the
Bnew Rohm and Haas chemical

works at Seal Sands closed a

Isirall part of the plant for a few
jhours.

This was done as a ‘‘good

neighbourly act’’ as, despite the

~ertaintyv of local heaith officials
that the smrell comes from the
works, the firm denies that this 1S

Enecessarily frue.

An understanding that Dr. Fuge

lwithout informing him.
Teesside’s chief health inspect-

could have been taken in such a
ishort time.

He said “‘Dr. Fuge asked them
to close down until they had intro-

dduced better temporary measures

lor permanent measures to deal with

other right wing campaigns directed gthe smell, and I woyld be surprised

at trade unionists, ranging from
Moral Re-Amament and Working
Together — big money camrpalgns
with lavish advertising and the sup-
port of such trade union leaders as
Chapple — to such nut-case group-
ings like the ‘‘More Prosperous
Rritain Society’’ which is run by an
eccentric millionaire who recruits
scabs, and gets thugs to break up
demonstrations.

But the themes of these camp-
aigns have generally been about
how much happier we’d all be if
bosses and workers worked hand in
hand and dropped all this silly
class struggle business. This has
naturally fallen on deaf ears among
trade unionists.

What is more important is a clear §

campaign in the trade union move-
ment against the nationalism which
lies at the root of the National
Front’s propaganda, and which has
allowed fascism in Britain to grow
from a tiny, slimy trickle to a filthy
little stream.

In addition to this internationalist
re-amming, the trade union movement
must be prepared to eject these
vermin from its ranks, both organis-
ationally and physically, and drive
them back into the dark corners of
British politics fror which they
have been able to creep In the last
five years.

§if they had done this in one day.”’

Rohm and Hass claim that £2m.

been spent on combatting poll-
R ution. Thoy did not say if this am-
2 ount included their recent **tempor-

fary remedial work’’ which consisted
bof fitting a cover to one open topped

ftank during the short shut-down.

Noxious

Paper figures to fool the taxman
fdon’t fool the people of Teesside —
we can see, smell and feel the

Bobnoxious muck that gets pumped

out of the chemical, steel and eng-

Binecring works that are concentrated
jhere.

The situation is so bad that on
May 14th, two days after the acryl-

g2ic clant opened again, 250 workers
Mat the ICT North Tees (Billingham)
Msite reported sick and went home

after an on-site meeting. Plumbers,
electricians and platers had comp-
lained of feeling ill, being sick and
having severe headaches resulting
from the Rohm and Haas fumes.

These were not delicate and
frail young things, but burly work-
men who daily work exposed to
ICI’s own brands of smelly filth and
noxious odours,

The iiext day, well Known fou-
minute miler Christopher Chataway,
Tory Minister of Induatrial Develop-

Meanwhile, local public health
officials checked complaints of
further smells throughout the area,
and commented that it appeared to
be ‘‘the same smell as in recent
days, but it is not such an acute
odour.””’

It was so bad, in fact, that the
works manager got complaints from
Redcar, although the wind was
blowing in another direction most
of the time.

Meanwhile, ICT are in trouble
over the emission of a white dust
on May 17th. The dust, Hexamethyl-
enediamine {used in the manufact-
ure of nylon), settled over the
Grangetown area of Teesside, dam-
aging paintwork on cars.

Although the emission only lasted

a few minutes, 2 lot of cars now
have pitted paintwork or whoie
patches stripped off. God knows
what the stuff could do to your skin,
but it sounds a whole 1ot more
effective than soapi

In the River Tees, acid is soO
strong that it has damaged the
North Tees Power Station’s cool-
ing system. River water is drawn
in to cool steam pipes, but these
have become so corroded by the
acid that they have developed leaks.
Because of this, four generators
have had to be taken off load (*‘un-
plugged’’ from the mains supply) at
various times.

Although this has been going on
for six months, it has been hushed
up, and ICI have only just admitted
that they have been holding a long
series of talks with the Northum
rian River Authority and the CEGB.

British Titan have also been in-
volved in these discussions, which
have as their aim some way of
solving ‘‘the probiem’’.

This problem is not the danger
to dockers, shipvard workers, tug-
boatmen and anyone else likely to
be soaked in acid waste; it is the
damage done to metal tubes and
pipes in a sector of British industry
— a sector that provides the bosses
of other industries with a cheap
power supply.

No-one seems even il:.cerested in
the power workers themselves, who
have a rough enough job anyway,
without acid tc worry about as well.

As usual under capitalism, mach-
inery is more important and more
valuahle than human life,

80, {n the interests of the health

of the CEGB'a plpes ICT are &t

last thinking about trying to neutral-
ise their acid waste. British Titan
Products are also planning to ‘'dc
something’’, but they are not quite
sure what, yet. In the past, both
firms just pumped acid straight into
the Tees without treating it in any
Way. .

A B.T.P. spokesman also sad!
“*We are doing nothing in the way
of discharge into the river that we
haven’t done for vears.’’

Perhaps that’s why even the
water rats cannot live in the Tees,
for round here they say that if you
throw one in it will dissolve immed-
iately — if the muck doesn’t throw
it back again first.

Our Standards

Workers always suffer the eff-
ects of pollution , having to live
and work in grime, oil and fumes all
day, their homes sited near the
sources of the lead, carbon monox-
ide, soot and nitric acid that perm-
eate the rain and air; whilst the
managers commute to their safe
country cottages and seaside villas.

What then should workers do to
prevent, their lives being shortened,
their clothes and houses ruined, by
pollution?

'The Tories’ answer to the prob-
lem is a few more smokeless zones
where workers have to p: y extra
for heating, and the ‘Keup Britain
Tidy' campaign. These are divers-
ions to keep people’s minds off the
real culprits — the big industrial
firms who sskimp on health and acc-
ident safeguards in order to keep
their profits ashigh as possible.

Until workers take over the run-
ning of industry in their own inter-
ests, we will always have the unn-
ecessary pollution of the air, seas
and rivers. That does not mean we
just spread socialist ideas and
wait for the revolution. We must
campaign inside the trade unions
for the setting up of workers’ insp-
ectorates of safety, ana general
health. 'These would consist of del-
egates from different trades unions
and in various industries, and would
check all factories, sites and off-
ices to make sure that all safety
and health regulations are met —
not just government or local govern-
ment regulations, but ¢ andards laid
down by the workers themselves.
And 1f these standards are not met
hytthe bosses ~ then e men walk
G abs
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Big fleas have littie tieas
Upon thelr backs to bite ‘em,
And little fleas have littler fleas,
And so. ad infinitem ... | -
WHILE THE TORY PARTY’S MONIJAY CLUB REC-
ently sat in conference to elect a new chairman and
executive, a prominent member of the fascist National
Front sat in a nearby pub receiving progress reports
st the proceedings. A |
This 1s just one link — but a vital one — in a polit-
tcal chain that extends all the way from the Govern-
ment at one end down to the backstreet Nazi thugs
with their knuckledusters and firebombs at the other.
There are, of course, big differences. The former
serve the interests of British capitalism today. The
tatter are its insurance cover for the future, the clawg
that will be unsheathsd when the capitalist rat is one
dav cornered. Meanwhile, the links are being forged.
Last week’s hy-election at West Bromwich, 1n
which the National Front polled 16% of the vote, was
the biggest victory they have scored so far, and 1t was
in Jarge part due to the work which the Front has put
in to get an organmisational foothold within the Cons-
ervative Party.

Respectable
N

The main arena for doing this has been the Mondav
Club, a right wing section of the Conservative Party.
It has two members (Rippon and Amerv) in the Cabinet.
1he Monday Ciub, whose ‘respectability’ 1s guaranteed
by being part-of a major party, is heavily infiltrated
bv the National Front — who in their turn strive to get
r1d of the fascist taint (““we’re not racialists, just
nationalists...””), and are helped in this by their
association with the Monday Club.

In additicn, a whole series of intermediate ‘front’
organisations provide a happy hunting ground where
paid up members of the National Front work alongside
‘respectable’ Tories 1n such worthy enterprises as the
Anglo-Rhodesian Society, the Britain and South
Atrica Forum, the Society for Individual Freedom, the
South Africa Society, the Anti-Common Market League,
Powellight, and the various virulent anti-immigration
olganisations.

The Monday Club 1s, however, ‘the main focus for
the Front's attentions.

The Monday Club has had as manv as 30 MPs in
(>~ ranks at any time since its foundation in 1962, 1
<taried as a small pressure group. Now there 1s a nue

4,789 votes

leus of about 2,000 full ““national members’’, and,
since local branches began to be set up 7 years ago,
much larger numbers of ‘branch members.’

At this level, the Monday Club provides a frame-
work for the traditionally extreme right ‘grassroots’

Tories to organise, Club publications, regular meetings

and local and national demonstrations have given these
right wing Tories a new sense of confidence and coh-

esiveness.

The Club takes i1ts name from what 1t calls ‘Black
Monday’, the day on which Harold Macmillan publicly
accepted that what he called ‘winds of change’ had
been ‘blowing through Africa.” For a time, simple
Empire loyalism (up-dated recently to  Southern
Africa*kith-&-kin' support) spiced with the usual
hunting cries of ‘tlog’em, hang’em’ etc trom the suburb-
an bloodhounds, were the Club’s staple ideology.

But the less emotive questions of economic policy,
and the problem of atutudes to EEC entry, proved less
simple. Split between ‘Europe’ and the ‘Empire. Com-
monwealth’, the Monday Club instructed members that
1t would “‘not take a line for or against entrv’’, and
that they could do their own thing. Some, like Rippon,

2

How a section of the
Party helped the Fas

at West |

by Maxine Landis
I

were heartily for it. Others
the branch members) were a
- By contrast, a rabidly ra
Uganda Asian immigrants w
the pack. But this campaigr
aches tor the Mondayv Club,
seen a constant series of n
growing closeness of a num
fascist National Front.
The West Middlesex brar

was disbanded a few month:

National Front candidate ra
Uxbridge by-election. Then
Monday Club mvited John 1
National Front {a man with
1ons for possessing offensiy
‘ng a para-military right wir
members (“‘It’s time we all
said Mr. Leonard fambert, t
and, despite pressure from
Michael Woolrych (who has
“will not tolerate members
proscribed organisation’’). f
the branch 1s sttll i the Cl
A further row has now de
mingham, East Midlands anc
using to hand over me nbers
headquarters.
- These local branches ca
power. Here 1s Lambert’ s ot
bership of Essex (which has
together): ‘‘we have 30 coun
the armed services, local gc
civil servants...”’

Orgai
I

But 1t is not only at this
1onal Front has succeeded 1:
sympathisers in strategic po
ated last year to Tory MPs 2
ministrators alleged that the
of infiltrators right at the ce
who used their positions to i

~ed as Tory candidates.

The booklet was taken se
et minister and two dozen ¢
bers to resign from the Club.
Mr. Jonathan Guinness, open
vedr tn an interview with the
George Young (a self-confes:
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Tory

cists to
Iromwich

probably a majority of
rainst.

“1alist campaign against
\s great stuff for rallying
has brought new head-
which in the last year has
ctions resulting from the
er of branches with the

“h of the Monday Club
ago after supporting a

her than the Tory in the

in February the Essex
vindall, chairman of the

. whole string of convict-
> weapons and for organis-
2 outfit) to speak to its
new more about the NF”’
1e local MC chairman);
londay Club Director

a1d thai the Mondav Club
‘ho actively support a

i meeting went ahead aid
b.

‘eloped, with Essex, Bir-
North Kent branches ref-
1p lists to the national

‘weild a great deal of

n description of the mein-
about 300 members al-
1llors, a few members of
vernirent officers and

ised
N

ocal level that the Nat-
placing its ‘nembers and
s1itions. A booklet circul-
1d Conservative Party ad-
NF ran an organised ring
itre of the Monday Club,

et NF sympathisers adopt-

1ously enough for a Cab-
r so Parliamentary mer-
And the Club Chairman
y stated in March of this
Daily Telegraph tl at if
ed anti-Semite, named in

tte booklet as a chief source of ultra-right intrigue)
who stood against Guinness for the Chairmanship,
were to win, then ‘‘it could be considered a move in
the National Front direction...”’

Such a imove has in fact been in progress for some
years now. For instance, in April 1970; a National
front ‘‘Activity Bulletin’ included a section urging
all members to attend a Monday Club rally in Trafalgar
Square, and instructed - ‘‘would London xembers who
are¢ able tu get to the Square at Ipm or shortly after jn
order to occupy good positions in the meeting area
please contact us as soon as possible.’

In March 1970 the National Front paper ‘‘Spear-
head’’ co.rmented that ‘‘the Monday Club has a useful
purpose as a rallying point and recruiting ground."’

In March 1971 the Daily Mirror carried an article
warning of the growth of the National Front within the
Monday Club. The Chairman of the large Monday Club
Sussex branch, John Ormowe, talked to the Mirror of

his admiiation for Adolf Hitler. Embarassed by such an

unashamed departure from what it considered ‘‘tradit-
ional Toryisir”’, the Monday Club expelled Ormowe.
But his supporters in the Branch were allowed to
remain.

Another character that the Monday Club had to expel

18 Tim Beardscn. But not before he had becr: allowed
to expound his views in favour of a corporate state in
the pages of the Monday Club’s magazine, Monday
World. In this he praised the ideas of the French fas-
cist Charles Maurras, saying they were ‘‘especially
relevant to us today.’’

Another article in Monday World, by one Ronald
King, states among other things that “*Government is
too 1mportant to be left to democracy.”

Notwithstanding such espousal of openly fascist
ideas, the Monday Club, which is keer: to stay inside
the Conservative Party (and without too many more
resignations at that!) is deeply ewbarassed by the
presence around its ranks of the old synagogue burn-
ers and swastika wavers.

However, when it comes to international contacts,
1t 1S5 not so bashful. In May 1971 the Monday Club
arranged a meeting at Caxton Hall for the notorious
Australian neo-nazi Eric Butler. And not long ago a
Monday Club delegation visited Italy, where they att-
ended a gathering with the Fascist M.S.I.

But whether it likes it or not, the Monday Club is
these days increasingly seen in public arm in arm with
the National Front. When the Monday Club launched
1ts ‘Halt Immigration Now’ camrpaign last September,
many observers noted that the meeting at the Central
Hall, Westminster was heavily stewarded by National
Front toughs, including NF organiser Martin Webster.
And after the meeting, the entire rally joined in the
National Front’s march to Wiitehall.

The balance within the Monday Club will no doubt
continue to shift a good deal. The neo-fascists, iai-
ing to capture the leadership in last month's election,
have taken a knocking. (Not that we need have any
illusions about the Guinness leadership, which 1s as
reactionary as they come.) But, with their unashamed
racism, they will continue to win the warped liitie
imaginations in the Tory branches, where fraternisat-
1on with the Front nazis will gain in attractiveness
and respectability as the Front's electoral successes
grow.

And, in turn, the Club will provide these little
fuhrers with access to the sort of backers ~ in the
Army, civil service and big business -~ that could one
day, if they are not smashed now, turn their nasty
little fantasies into a very much nastier reality.

W
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.........

1. Behind him, the semi-literate scrawl of a fascist banner; |
in front, Ken Tayior, one-time Parliamentary candlidate for
the National Front. But Michael Woolrych, Director of the
Monday Ciub, remains serenely unperturbed.

2. Monday Club and National Front banners mingie together
on a patriotic antl-EEC demonstration.

3. John Tyndall, Chairman of the National Front, as he
wishes not to be remembered: in 1962 he was sentenced to
six months’ imprisonment for organising, training and equip-
ping a para-military right wing political organisation. Does
‘he have military backers now?

4. Martin Webster: the picture that wasn’t circulated to the
voters of West Bromwich,

35. Some NF followers in thelr Sunday best.
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EARS SINCE FRANCE'S

Students took over the Parls
School of Fine Arts and turned B
out an incredible spate of post-
ers, many commissioned by
strike committees. Images lihe
lthe Factory Occupied (1) and
the Factory Militant (5) have

What have
British workers

learned?
LES 0CCUPATIONS Tim_Finnigan

FRANCE MAY-JUNE 1968: A great flame
D U s INES- sparked by the students when they fought the
T An early poster deslgned 1o ::lt:d strike-breaking riot police to a stand-
ead the idea of occupations, Dragging their ‘leaders’ behind them, 10
millions struck, factories and work-places
were sefzed and occupied. For two weeks
there were mass demonstrations, endless meet-
ings and discussions. Revolutionary songs
sounded out and red flags fluttered from roof-
tops and through the streets. Posters appeared
everywhere, Radio and television workers,
civil servants and small farmers, school pupils
and sewermen, footballers, actors and nurses,
joined in,

The police wavered. The conscript army
ST WY — - wasD confined to barracks, not to be trusted.

‘ emands grew. The granting of them prod-
s CRP . T U l- E R uced a great chorus — don't sign! Stay out for
! BEH ucou P . more! They wanted a change of soclety; they
2.°To concede a little is to cap- Were offered an election to change the govern-
itulate a lot") Produced when the ment. And the ‘leaders’, the Communist Party
. first big settlement was promlsed, and the CP-led union federation, casting
o | around desperately for a way to get the har-
hess back on, managed to manoeuvre the work-
ing class into the ‘baliot-box trap’.

But the experience was a great reminder.
That revolution s on the cards in the cities
of Europe as well as in the hills and jungles
. of far away places. That the working class
. can be spontaneously revolutionary — but that
" without a revolutionary leadership, the treach-
erous reformist and Stalinist leaderships that
are already established will do their utmost
to drain awaygand derail that revolutionary
energy.

L The tremendous volcanic upheaval was not
3. TV and Radio organisations _ Without its rippies in Europe. The following

dep!cted as a Gaullist robot. year ltaly reverberated with sit-in strikes.
In Britain, too, sit-in strikes have now

become very common, though always, so far,
“ E f n H “ E s on a saoctional basis: sometimes as ‘work-ins’

to ‘‘prove viability’’, sometimes to prevent
machinery being moved (as at Plesseys and
Fisher Bendix), and sometimes to back up
wage demands (the Manchester engineers).

We have yet to see occupations and the
selzing of plant and machinery in the context
of a political general strike, as in France.
But, with the use of flying pickets and mass
pickets and walkouts that challenged Govern-
ment laws and institutions (as last July), the
working class in this country has certainly
taken massive strides forward. And the sit-
ins, despite thelr limitations, have seen thou-
sands and thousands of workers challenging
the bosses’ rights over ‘their’ property. it
is highly probable that before long these new
tactics will have been fused together in
another big step forward.

But the lesson of France Is that this is
not enough. However eager and willlng the
working class is to take on the bosses and
their government and state, it is still hopeless
ly vulnerable to the treachery of its {eaders
and the wiles and manoeuvres of its enemies,

A revolutionary leadership must still be
built!

A full analysis of the ‘May Events’ is inc~
luded in the forthcommq Workers’ Fight
pamphlet ‘The Industrial Relations Act and
the Fight for a Goneral Strike’, (20p plus 5p
postage; order from 98 Gifford §t. Londen N1)

. ﬂ*qﬂgﬁ-}-’ Yy -

—— oy mAm o -

o

5 “Tho strugglo continues’

N
T
3




he 1875 “Cons

th
b

[sis HNH

R
R 'm!,;.t f_

IH:d0 B -;‘-;_‘ i : ." ":g‘.“':?"a '-1'
TR | T N ‘-11 o TR e 2T
Rhubt b iS22 3

DRI e i on e I TIIT ~ oy
o :'-"""":..' RO s 14 '::.:':?:::: qjaio: P Ep) :'i & A <
B3 'ﬁfr&"?:ﬁ&g{wﬁ%w%ﬂw A tidiiegir ; 1 M i
f . AR R g ol ., S
. Woox Eoge :

RS
ke . [ R i :
? R T e

.‘i..

Saltley — the mass picket no law could hold back‘}
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Their law — or our power?

WORKERS WHO HAVE RECENTLY
found themselves charged with
‘conspiracy’ (as were the 5 Birming
ham building workers. see p.12),
have discovered that the world of
Alice in Wonderland is not entirely
fictional.

Wh.ereas in a case of civil (or
“tortious’’) conspiracy, the ‘injured
party’ must prove that those who
conspired to wrong him unlawfully
actually carried out their conspiracy
in a case of criminal conspiracy
not only do the police not have to
prove that the various accused did
the unlawful act (for instance, int-
imidate) — but the ‘crime’ need
never even have occurred!!

A criminal conspiracy is defined
like this: ‘*agreement of two or
more persons to do an unlawful act
or to do a lawful act by unlawful
means or to do a lawful act for an
uniawful purpose.'’

Theory

As one judge summed it up (and
summing up is what they’re paid to
do) - *’if two men agree to blow
their noses together during Divine
Service so as to disturb the congreg-
ation, they may be indicted for
conspiracy’' — even if when it came
to it they couldn’t find their hand-
kerchiefs!

Well, all that is in theory, and
as one lawbook informed me, ‘A
strict enforcement of the law by the
police and management would un-
doubtedly have led to large numbers
of prosecutions and civil actions™.

Riit what is theory can be made
practice — if it suits them and if
the working class lets them.

When the Industrial Relations
Act was passed, it repealed the
two main previous trade union Acts,
the Trade Disputes Acts of 1906
and 1965 But it didn't touch the
1875 Conspiracy and Protection of
Property Act

What did the 1875 Act do?

It banisned e 1ast remalning
shade:s of the old Combination Acts
which had been framed to outiaw
trade unionism. It said clearly that
if something wasn't a crims if done
by one person, it didn't become a
conspiracy if more than cne person
did it

But that still left us with ali the
things that the ruling class define
as being crimes, S0, 1f two of you
decide to shake vour fists at a
scab, then that’s not just intimidat-
ion, it can also be 'conspiracy to
intimidate'. And, by the previous
definition of criminal conspilracy,
it need never even have happened!

Now, mat., things #hat workers
decide together to do, in furtherance
(as the law describes it) of a ‘trade
dispute’, are quite legal. Bui many,
many other things are not legal at
all.

For instance, Section 7 of the
1875 Act says that -

Every person who, with a view
to compel any other person to abst-
ain from doing or to do any act
which such person has a legal right
to do or abstain from doing, wrong-
fully and without legal authority - -

1. Uses violence to or intimidates
such other person or his wife or
children, or Iinjures his property; or

2. Persistently follows such other
person about from place to place; or

3. Hides any tools, clothes or
other property owned or used by
such other person, or deprives him
of or hinders him In the use thereof;
or -

4. Watches or besets the house or
other place where such other person
resides, or works, or carrles on bus-
iness, or happens to be, or the
approach to such house or place; or

5. Follows such other person,
with two or more other persons in a
disorderly manner or through any
street or road.’’

The penalty prescribed was £20
or up to three months in prison.

The 24 North Wales Building
workers (see p 12) currently facing
charges under the 1875 Act are

chareed -amone other things: unue
Section 7(1) “*Tnat you on the 6th
day of September at Shrewsbury on
a buillding site known as Kingswood
wrongfully and without legal author-
ity intimidated divers people with a
view to compeliing those people to
abstain from their tawful work..."’

Legal?

But jist look again at Section
7(4): **‘Watches ... the .. place
where such other person .. works
.. or the approach to such .. place”’
etc. That would seem to outlaw
picketing!

But isn’t picketing legal ?

Yes. How=ver, the key 1s in
those words ‘‘wrongfully and with-
out legal authority’ . Because other
:AWs — primarily now the Industrial
Relations Act — define what 1s and
isn’t ‘“‘wrongful’’. Acrordingly, it
isn’t wrongful to picket by thelr def-
inition — ‘‘for the purpose of peace-
fully obtaining or communicating
information or of peacefully pers-
uading any person to work or abst-
ain from working.’’

By that definition, workers have
been breaking the law in their
thousands for decades.

Also by that definition, many
successful strikes would never
have been won.

Urd-r the Industrial Relations
Act, a whole lot more things are
“wrongful”’, If it is not an ‘‘indust-
rial’’ dispute (say, an anti-govern-
ment strike); or if it is one of a vast
number of ‘‘unfair industrial pract-
ices”, then it ceases to have the
‘“‘legal authority’’ referred to in
Section 7 of the 18775 Act.

And, if the police decide to
move in, then the most peaceful
“swatching’’, even ‘‘for the purpose
of peacefully obtaining or commun-
icating information’’ CAN LAND
YOU IN PRJSON FOR THREE
MONTHS under the 1875 Act,

WAl Cuneiusions Call WOIrKers3
Araw? |

We have some legal rights ~ hut
they are very, very few, They were
not framed by us or for our henefit,
Most of our rights have heen estab-
lished in struggle and by struggle,

The ruling class nas its power —
in the statute books, in its courts
andd in its prisons. An¢ we have our
power — in the streets and in the
factories,

When we pit our power against
theirs, as we did in support of the
Pentoniville 5 last July, then these
laws are not worth the paper they're
written on.

The cases of the North Wales 24
and the Rirmingham 8 are test
cases, for the ruling class and for
the working class. They have all
the laws they need, on paper. What
they’'re tryving to do is establish
them in reality. They know that
they have to do that not only in
court, but through a confrontation
and a struggle which they mean to
win. They have set up special anti-
picket squads to back them up.

All Out

We must know that too. The dem-
onstrations at the court have been a
start. Wrat’s needed now is a clear
pledge from every organised worker
that if any one of the 24 or the 8 is
jailed or penalised in any way,
then every one of us is out.

If we fail to lift the action from
a mere token, then the working
class will be well on the way to
losing the right to conduct its own
struggle in its own way — a right
which no lawbook defines, but
which has been carved out in pract-
ice. -

And if this happens, the trade
union movement might as well be
bo.ck where it started. Or, at any
rate, back in 1875.

Ron V'andy
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Belfast Ten

Pickets of Brixton Prison are contin
uing in support of the 10 people
from Belfast arbitrarily arrested and |
charged with ‘conspiring to cause
exploslions in central London on 8th
March’. The Committal proceedings
have so far been presented with a
great mass of police evidence to
prove ... that all the accused were
in L.ondon at the time! Meanwhile
the propaganda barage of ‘securlty’
measures continues, to establish in
people’s minds the Image of desper |
ado terrorists. For them, the con-
sequence |s that after nearly three
months in jali visitors are still
being biocked and harassed.

The Beitast 10 Defence Commit
tee holds regular meetings in
lL.ondon on Sunday nights at 8 at
the General Picton, Caledonlan Rd.
near Kings Cross. it can also be
contacted for stickers, leaflets,
speakers etc at 88 Roslyn Road,
London N.15.

Portlaoise Prison, May 18th 1973

We the undersigned political prison-
ers in Portlaoise Prison wish to

any connections iwhich we have or
Mever had with the organisation call-
ing itself Saor E ire. In this action
we are following the lead of other
genuine political elements who have
resigned. Our reasons being the fol-
§ lowing:
1) That Saor Eire originally was
constituted to combat imperiallsm
in Ireland. During the last two years
owing to political weaknesses in
fthe structure of that organisation
undersirable elements have been
able to operate around its fringe

lof Saor E ire which had nothing in
common with the stated objectives
of that organisation. As a consequ-
ence of these pseudo-political indi
iduals genuine revolutionaries have
been in danger of being tarred with
the same brush, their political int
egrity questioned and the possibil-
ity of their credibility with other
revolutionary organisations tarnish-
ed. As this element now seems to
constitute the leadership of that -
ki @organisation we feel it our duty as |
= Wrevolutionaries to point out to the
~iMRepublican Socialist movement the
' ‘Wdegeneracy of that collection of ine
e Wdividuals, o
W'l 2) Furthermore these people have--
& Wnot alone been content to use that
% Worganisation. for their own personal
Ee\Bends but have gone so far as to ints
Werfere with the anti-imperialist
fWstruggle in Ireland by using harass.
wRimment and bully-boy tactics against
life long members and supporters of
@the Republican Movement. As has
been stated in numerous press art-
icles a cloud of mystery- still hangs
over the brutal murder of a sincere

.
e .
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ISunIND

{ | CAPTTALISM is inseparable from the exploitation hy the bourgeoisie of the working class
‘e home® and (since ‘advanced’ capitalism became imperialist) of the workers and peasants
in the colonies and neo-colonies abroad. _

R is a vicious system geared to butiressing the strong against the weak, to serving the
handful of capitalists against the millions of workers. and {0 keeping many m.illionq in
poverty so that a few may prosper. Capitalism exalts property and degrades life. It is at the
root of the racialism which poisons and divides worker against worker. It is a system of
massive waste and social disorganisation, at the same time as it forces the working class
to fight every inch of the way to better or even maintain its wages and conditions.

Having once been progressive, in that it at least developed, in the only way then possible
the productive resources of mankind, it is now a totally reactionary force in history. Its
expansion after World War 2 gave it merely the appearance of health: in reality the boom was
like the flush on a sick man’s face. Already economic expansion has given way to creeping
stagnation. o -
TODAY the ruling class can keep their system going only at the cost of large scale un-
employment and attempts to cut the living standards of workers in the ‘rich’ parts of the
world, of massive starvation and bloodshed in the ‘poor’ two thirds of the world, and of the
the ever-present threat of the destruction of humanity through nuclear war. x
THE ONLY WAY OUT is for the working ¢lass to take power and to bring the resources
of the modem economy under a rational working class plan, in place of the present unplanned .
and blind private profit system. Having overthrown capitalism and established social owner-
ship of the means of production, ‘the working class will build towards a truly commumist |
society, in which at last the prir~iple will be ‘‘From each according to his abillty, to each -
according to his needs.’’ _, |

] The working class has created political parties for this purpose - LABOUR PARTIES,
COMMUNIST PARTIES, SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTIES But in country after country
these parties have joined capitalist govemments and managed capitalism. Tr.ey have _.
betrayed the socialist aspirations of their working class supporters, tie;d the labour move-
ment to the bosses’ state, interest and ideology, and destroyed the political independence
of the working class.

“1The taskug therefore to build a socialist party which will stand finnly for the interests
of the working class. WORKERS' FIGHT is a group of revolutionary soclalists, aiming to
build that party: a party which is democratically controlled by an active working class
memmbership, which preserves its political independence and fights the ideological dominat-
ion of the nuling class. |
] The basis of our activity is the scientific theory of MARXISM, the only theory which
gives a clear understanding of present day society and of the necessity of revolutionary
change.
- L} Although cannot organise the struggle for workers® power, THE TRADE UNIONS are
Mmﬂg’?oyr the defence of workers’ interests. We fight for the independence of the
anions from all state control, and within the unions for militant policies and for democmcy.
We see the trade union hwreaucracy as a distinct stratum which acts as a broker between
workers and bosses. Its life and work-situgtion is quite different from that of the working
class. Lacking a direct,necessary allegiance to working class interests, or any fundamental
historical interests of its own, its general tendency is to work with the bosses and their

state against the working class.

and dedicated revolutionary, P eter
Graham, in October 1971.

Saor E ire once operated as a

publicly state that we have severed sincere revolutionary organisation.

For us, it does no more.

In conclusion we again wish to
reaffirm our allegiance to the estab-
lishment of a Democratic Workers’

Political prisoners
denounce ‘Saor Eire’

Republic in Ireland and pledge our

support to the revolutionary forces
that are struggling to attain it.

Martin Casey Eugene Norrby
Sean Morrissey Donal Dineen
Joseph Dillon Danny McOwen
Donal O’L.aoghalre Paddy Ditlon

Soldiers rampage

In Preston

by Alan Theasby
A GANG of Junior Infantrymen stat-

and carry out actions under the nameg

vaded the town's Waverley Park
on May 14th and attacked some
young local people. After the ‘incid-
ent’ 40 of the young soldiers were
questioned by the police, and sev-
eral were brought before a juvenile
ourt panel.

- Lt. Col. John Bird, the barracks
C.0., has put the park out of bounds

Bto the 200 Junior Infantrymen under
ghis command. He claimed that the

fight was ‘‘an isolated case’’.
ISOLATED? These lads are sys-

ematically trained to kill, and

maim, to have no regard for human

life, to look upon people as targets.

-~ Whether in Aden, Congo, Ireland
or at home, British soldiers have
aiways been taught to attack
‘trouble-makers’’ (including

Astrikers) and to dehumanise people

into “wogs”, “WODS“, seMticks'’
and ‘‘Reds’’ etc.

In civilian life, anyone who act-

oned at Fulwood Barracks, Preston, ed in the way that soldiers do would

be labelled as vandals and hoolig-
ans by the very people who give
the Armed Forces their orders. In
fact, given the fact that the Army
is very choosy about who is recruit-
ed (out of 200 Teesside applicants
recently, only 8 were signed up) it
might seem to some as if the forces
are deliberately accepting thugs
and hoodlums who get a kick out of
violence.

I personally know of such cases:
one, a petty criminal with a long
history of pathological violence,
has recently signed up with the
Paras, and openly bragged about
how much fun he has had ‘‘getting
stuck In’’ to the Ulster Catholics;
and an ex-Army bus worker delights
in revealing the methods he used to
‘“‘interrogate’’ civilians in the
Middle East.)

Only a mass national rank and file movement, linking up the different industries and
guided by the fdeas of revolutionary Marxisi can, in this period, turn the trade unions into

against productivity bargaining.

reliable instruments of working class interests, independent of the bosses’ state.

We fight against the INDUSTRIAL REL.ATIONS ACT, against any incomes policy under
capitalism, and against any legal restrictions on trade unionism. |

We fight against UNEMPLLOYMENT; for a national minimum wage ; for wiek or full pay;

[ ] We fight to extend the power of workers to contml the details of their own lives in indusky

here ana now. We stand tor the fight for WORKERS' CONTROL with the understanding that
it can be made a serious reality only in a workers’ state. We are against any workers’ ‘part
icipation’ in managing their own exploitation upder capitalism.

We believe that the’‘PARLIAMENTARY ROAD TO SOCIALISM™' is a crippling ilusion.

The capitalist class will not leave the stage peacefully: no ruling class ever has. Socialism
can be built only hy smashing the capitalist state machine (amy, police, civil service)
which is the ultimate defence of th¢ bosses’ power in society, and replacing it with a state

based on democratic Workers’ Councils.

THE LABOUR PARTY is a capitalist party in its ideas, its policies, and in its record in

govemment. At the same time, the bedrock organisations of the working class, the trade
unions, support and finance the Labour Party. There is an ‘open valve’ conhection between
the Labowr Party and the Unions, allowing the possibility of large scale active working

class participation in the party.

We relate to the Labour Party, therefore, not by sinply denouncing it, but by attempting to
advance the working class towards outgrowing and breaking through the particular stage in
~ its own development - ideological, political and organisational - represented by Labourism.

We fight for full and equal rights for WOMEN, for female emancipation from the male

 domination which has co-existed throughout history with class society and which has its
roots in such society. We fight, in particular, for the emancipation of women of our own
class, suffering a double and triple exploitation, who have been most accurately described

as the ‘‘slaves of the slaves’.

We fight against RACIALISM and against immigration controls. We fight for the integration

of immigrant workers into the labowr movement and for a united front against capitalism,
whilst supporting the right of black minorities in Britain to form defence leagues or indep-

endent political organisations.

We give unconditional support to the struggles of oppressed peoples everywhere fighting

al%.tmt IMPERIALISM, and to their organisations leading the fight.

- [ British workers have — fundamentally — more in common with every single worker
throughout the globe, irrespective of race, religion, or colour, than with the whole of the
 PBritish ruling class. We see the fight for socialism as a world-wide struggle, necessitat-
ing the creation of a world revolutionary party, such as Leon Trotaky founded the Fourth
International, in 1938, to become. We consider that the mainstream of Trotskyism surviv-
ing from the 1938 Fourth Intemational is the United Secretariat of the Fourth Intemational

bix, that this organisation in some of its theories and much of its practice (for example
that of the British section) represents a degenerate form of Trotskyism. We fight for the

regeneration of the Fourth Intemational.

{] we stand for a political revglution of the working class against the bureaucracies of
THE U.S.S.R. and the other countries called ‘cormunist* which we con sider to be degen-
erated and deformed workers’ states. The sociai regime of the different bwreaucracies

has nothing in common with socaalism, iet aione with real communism. At the g;sneﬁn}e.
we defend the nationalised econonty in these countries against capitalism and imperialism,
unconditionally: that is, irrespective of the selfish, ugually anti-working-class and anti-
revolutionary policies of the ruling bureaucrats, and aghinst those policies,

There are OTHER POLITICAL GROUPS which have generally similar aims, but methods
differing from ours, or differing conceptions about what needs to be done here and now. We

consider all these groups to be seriously — sometimes grosaly — inadequate in theory and
practice. We favour unity in action with these groups where possible, and a serious dia-

logue about our differences.
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Gasworkers' walk-out 2D

‘Walk to job’ strike spreads

shop, then walked off the job. Serv-
icing and installation work in the

area came to a standstill, and only
smergency services continued to be

run.
Northem Gas management had

A DISPUTE OVER TRANSPORT
facilities at work sparked off a
strike of over a hundred Teesside
gas workers on May 22nd.

The walk-cut was led by 27
Sockton men who had been told to
walk to jobs in other areas. This directed Stockton gas fitters to jobs
lead was quickly followed by 50 in Middleshiough, claiming that
at Thomaby and 50 at Middlesbrough. work was slack in their area. They

The next dayv another hundred refused to provide adequate trans-
came out as the strike sprezd (0 port for the men, who had to make

Redcar and Darlington. Middaies their own way to various jobs scat-
brough gas fitters held a short sit-  tered over a wide area. When the
in at the Cormnercml Street wor k- __men pointed out that they are not

Coventry

Important toolroom
struggle at G.E.C.

THE PRESENT STRIKE OF 211
GEC (Coventry) toolroom workers
is the biggest and longest since
the scrapping of the Coventry Tool
Room Agreement last year. The
issue is one of pay, and Is cruclal
to future toolroom negotiations in
the area.

So important is it that even the o
notoriously right wing AUEW Diste g = | om S T————
rict Commitiee has organised a | leerp00l
‘voluntary’ ievy of other tooimakers B
in the area.

The Coventry TRA meant that
tooiroom earnings were based on
average plece work eamings in the
area. This meant in effect that
TGWU men foughi for higher wages
by strikes, etc., while AUEW men
sat back and automatically gained
an increase — hence the right wing
nature of the AUEW locally.

The scrapping of the Coventry
TRA meant that each toolroom was
on its own. Initially wage rates
agreed were high in order to gain
the scrapping of the agreement. But |
now the coid light of day has set in:

Most factories arnd toclirooms are

beginning to make more militant
nolses and re-activating shop stew- §
ards' committees that had been
doing littie or nothing for years.
GEC toolroom workers are first §
in line, basing thelr pay claim onh  ®:no on piece work rates, which at
the district rate, whereas the firm  ®ho whim of a new under-manager
logks at pay in comparison to GEC's Bwere almost halved, and with no
other) works. Bhasic pay at all at those times when
" Thus Bro. Doug Sadiey, senior N work was slack. They could be
steward, stated ‘‘We are, in wages | l<cnt home for days on end with no
terms, about 16th out of 30 major o called suddenly
toolsooms In Coventry. But that Is  §P°7: be recalled s ey on &
calculated on the £47.20 rate. Our [jWeekend, depending on the vagaries
baslc rate is just over £45 which of the sea-food catch.
puts us third from the bottom. Some Jj  Working conditions are, they bel-
toolmakers In Coventry are getting [Jieve, illegal under the Factories
£54 to £57 a week."’ ) Acts. Little protective clothing is
The dispute also involves argu- [gprovided, there are no medical fac-
ments over Phase Two. GEC have lltlltlﬁs (and f:murleg fro(;n t:n'lhe ﬁSht
shells are frequent) ana they mus

offered £2.88, whereas the men have .
put in an Ingenious ciaim for an work with their hands constantly in

agreed £1 plus 4%, to be Implement-@icy water.
ed In Increasing instalments. This The factory is being picketed
way they would start with a 48p daily and the experience with the

rise on week 1, increasing to £5.76

by week 52!

in 12 months time they would
start fresh negotiations on a new
wage rise using a higher we ekly
platform than the company are offer-
Ing.

GEC have turned this down flat

d in their place

'IHE STRIKE AT ‘CROFTI'S SEA-
[foods’, Liverpool has now got the
¥ support of Liverpool dockers and
Bof freight workers at Liverpool Air-
8nort, who are refusing to handie

8is almost 1009 solid, the main

main factory in the Isle of Man —

something the management didn’t

gbargain for!

I  The 78 women who work in this
Bfactory are having to strike for the

fmost minimal of conditions and pay

’Ihey are demanding an assured 40
Rhour week and a basic wage of £14.
i Up to now they have been work-

§ Women .strikers put cops

#the company’s product. As the strike
Bcffect of this is to hit the company’s Port the strike even though they all

allowed on buses while carrying

gas bottles, they were told to walk

or go by bike. (Ever tried cycling or

walking several miles carrying a

bag of tools and a gas bottle?)
Those who refused were suspend-|

James Connolly
~ and
Ireland’s struggle

ed.
Jor Freedom

This happened twice. The secondg
time, the men just walked out, and
were joined by other gas fitters
throughout the area. The strike has
not yet been made official by the
men’s union, the GMWU.

Why not? Alan Theasby

10p pius 5p postage wom:
98 Gitford St, Lmdeﬂ N1

rﬁakers must not be left alone.

Already at the giant Bayfon Road
Industrial Estate (Exhall) small non-
union machine tool firms, which
used to offer up to £5 above the
district rate to get workers, are
now offering £10-£15 under the dist-
rict rate,

The TUC have sold out on the
Tory pay freeze. Oniy rank and file
action can win the coming struggles.
A local combine committee for mach-
ine tool workers must be built. The
smail backstreet firms must be un-
ionised.

This must be done If wages and
conditions are not to be eroded.

And it must be done NOW to defend

the GEC workers. Dave Spencer

A
“ATA

and refuse to meet the men. Nelther
will they discuss fringe benefits,
extra holiday pay, or anything.
Clearly they have been boosted
in their arrogance and inflexibiiity
by the Tory Government’s pay
freeze, and intend to crush this
strike, if they can. The GEC Tool-

pohce has been nothing unusual -
that is, an experience of harassment |
Tre local Superintendent told
one of the pickets that she would
he arrested if she continued to
shout ‘Scab’ at the one woman and
six men who have refused to sup-

stand to gain by the strike’s suc-
cess. The pickets replied to the
police threat - ‘“If you arrest her
you will have to arrest all of us*’, _

The Police officer then triedto §  -—
tell the girls that only six pickets [l-ecn Trotsky Poster: 30p plus 5p P&F
were allowed on the gates, {o which § From: D. Spencer. 17 Winifred Ave,
came the reply ‘“here is no iaw | Earlsdon,Coventry. Proceeds to WF
stating how many are allowed on a | Fighting Fund.
picket.'’ At that point he got on .
his radio and asked for reinforce-
ments and a black maria. And in
response one of the strikers went
and ’phoned for a local reporter to
come and withess the mass arrest
of 77 pickets.

After that, picketing continued
without further interference.

The employers have said that
any strike would be the first and
last, because they would rather
close the factory than ccncede the
workers’ demand for regular work
and pay.

Rut these women are prepared
to stay out until they have a job
that they can call a job. |

Colin McCowan




FIVE BIRMINGHAM BUILDING
workers face charges of conspiracy
to trespass and unlawful assembly.
This results from their occupation
last February of the SOS Bureau in
Bimningham (partly owned by Slater
Walker Securities).

The aim of the occupation, which
was quite peaceable, was to give
publicity to the campaign against
lump labour. Thiree ATV camera-
men who entered the building to
film the demonstration are also up
before the courts. Clearly, as in the
case of the North Wales 24 building
pickets charged with Conspiracy to
Intimidate, the object once again is
police intimidation.

The campaign against lump lab-
® our, in particular, must gain increas-
. ing support around the demonstrat-
ion planned for June 25th, when the
workers come before the court again.

THE LUMP

It has been estimated that of the
one million building workers,
400,000 are on the lump. This
means a tremendous weakening of
trade union organisation and the
effective wrecking of any decent
conditions on the sites. Luirp work-
ers are not covered by insurance,
safety rules, first aid or holiday
pay. And they are often brought in
to break strikes, as was recently
the case on the Laing’s St. Thomas’
Hospital site, London.

Another effect of lump labour
has been to bring about a shortage
of skilled labour in the industry.
With names in plenty like Bobby
Charlton and Edward Heath on the
management’s books, any man can

out against
the Lump

On 18th May, 1,000 Birmingham
cuilding workers marched through

the city in a demonstration against
the L.ump. All the sites in the city
cenire were affected, though some
were working with a depleted (mainly
Lamp) work foree. |

At a meeting after the march,

“ete Carter of the CP and Charter
o1 bullding workers - “‘Smash the
Lump or in two years it’ll smash
wou !

The main area of the attack in
the fight against the lump is to be
the National Exhibition Centre near
Zirmingham Airport. The firm which
voon the contract, Douglas’s, have
=14 that it 1s going to use sub-
~~iract labour only.

Hcwever, to quote Pete Carter,
“If there is any lump labour, it
anesn’t get built.”’ ~

Other demands include adequate
toilet facilities and a subsidised
canteen. |

Ken Barlow, UCATT regional
secretary, pledged full union support
in the fight against the lump. How= |
ever, it is uncertain how much long-
er Barlow can walk the razor edge
between Charter (which 1is strong in
Bimingham) and George Smith,
UCATT boss. No matter what
course he takes he will come under
attack from one side or the other.

It is important that Charter's inf-
luence in Birmingham continues to
erow, otherwise Barlow's left noises
are likely to subside into a witch-
hunt against the militants and we
will see a virtual end to the fight
against the lump.

The demonstration was badly
timed, as on the same day the North
Wales 24 were in court. One build-
ing worker on the march put it this
way: ‘‘this demonstration could have
heen at any time; we should have

been in Shrewsbury supporting our
arrested brothers.’’

‘Defen
the

Pickets §

Neiti2s

The police must have been hoping
for a small turnout in Shrewsbury on
May 18th, what with the big Lump
demo going on in London the same gow, Liverpool, London, Oxford,
day, and the fact that they had Bristol, South Wales and Yorkshire,
only picked out 7 of the North Wales With members of the ETU, AVEW,
24 for a court appearance that day. NUM, TASS, ASTMS, UCATT,

NUPE and the T&GWU.
However, over 400 workers, soc-

Four hundred at

against the 24 be dropped.
The banners bore witness to
demonstrators from as far as Glas-

ialists and students came fo Shrews- jsations, including several branches
bury with banners and slogans to
march and demand that all charges

of Workers’ Fight, were also on the

Kevin Crowe march.

At the London anti-Lump demo there
were big delegations from Liverpool,
Manchester and Birmingham as well
as LLondon. At the meeting after-
wards, it was declided to focus nat-
ionwide action against a selected
employer of lump labour.

This Is the first time that Charter
has ventured beyond local actions.

The next national day of protest
is scheduled for 6th June.
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8 up for ‘Conspiracy’

ILL THE LUMP!

present himself as skilled without
having to prove it.

A four-years’ apprenticeship is
seen as a mug’s game now, Some
firms quite cynically advertise
offering, say, a months's (!!) train-
ing to prospective carpenters.

Little wonder that people comp-
Jain about the shoddiness of modern
building. Builders have simple aims
and they're pretty singleminded
about achieving them: they are, to
cram as many houses or affices into
as little land as possible, throw
them up as fast as possible and,
of course, make big profits in the
process.

No wonder the industry is ren-
owned for backhanders, fiddles and
gigantic profits.

The Bimingham lads should be
given medals, not prison, for their
actions. The only way {o break the
lump is by a vigorous national cam-
paign to unionise all sites,and this
means strenuous picketing.

There is no use looking to other
people to do the job for us: the
absolute arrogance of the building
employers and their Tory servants
was seen in Parliament on May 18th
when even Eric Heffer's milk and
water Bill against the lump was
thrown out.

Only rank and file action can
force them to retreat and at the same
dime defeat the police intimidation.

* Coventry Trades Councll are to
organise a meeting on June 25th In
support of the Birmingham 8; and
Coventry S.E..Labour Party have
agreed to finance coaches to the
next demonstration in Shrewsbury
in support of the North Wales 24.

Dave Spencer

Courthouse A\

Speakers stressed the importance
of the attack by the Tories on the
right to picket; and John Byrne,
leader of the almost 2-year long
strike at the IRO site at Bootle,
raised a cheer when he said that no
scabs had set foot onh the site.

The next court hearing will be

Delegations from polltical.organ- ont 15th June, where It Is expecled

the 24 will ohce again be remanded
— while the police try desperately
to get their *case’ organised.

We too must organise: for a big-
ger demonstration, and for the funds
which these 24 workers and their
famllies will need to cover expen-
ses and to back them up in their
fight.

Send donations to:

Defence Committee Treasurer,

M.R. Williams, 1, Fford Pentre,
Ocean View, Carmel, Holywell,

Flintshire.
Cynthia Baldry



